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TMX – Anchor Loop Project

Frequently Asked Questions


1. What is the Trans Mountain Pipeline System?

Built in the early 1950s, the Trans Mountain pipeline is a 1,150 kilometre petroleum products pipeline system that passes through some of the most rugged and mountainous terrain in the world. 

2. What is the TMX – Anchor Loop Project?

The TMX (Trans Mountain Expansion) - Anchor Loop Project (Project) involves looping – installing a second pipeline adjacent to the existing pipeline – a section of the existing Trans Mountain pipeline system between Hinton, Alberta and a location near Rearguard, B.C and the installation of two new pump stations one near Niton Junction, Alberta and the other near Pyramid, B.C.

3. How Could This be Allowed In A National Park?

The Canada National Parks Act does not provide for any new utility corridors through national parks. Kinder Morgan Canada (Kinder Morgan) inherited provisions granted in the 1950s that allowed the looping of line. Providing that all regulatory and statutory requirements, including those under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, are met, there is no legal basis to deny the looping (twinning) of the pipeline.
4. How did the pipeline get approved?

The Trans Mountain pipeline system is regulated by the National Energy Board (NEB). The NEB worked with other federal and provincial authorities, including Parks Canada and B.C. Parks, to create a coordinated environmental screening process that met the requirements of the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (CEA Act). An extensive Environmental Assessment was completed and was part of the overall review process. 

The NEB, Parks Canada, Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO), Transport Canada, the Canadian Transportation Agency, Environment Canada, Health Canada, Indian and Northern Affairs Canada, B.C. Ministry of Environment, B.C. Parks, and other provincial agencies reviewed the Project proposal over the course of three years.
The Project received NEB approval November 23, 2006 and received sign-off from the Federal Regulatory Agencies – Parks Canada, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, and Environment Canada – on the CEA Act screening report on June 14, 2007.

5. Why is a pipeline loop required at this time? 

The Trans Mountain pipeline system has been modified over the years to accommodate changing markets and customer needs, and with the Oil Sands production is operating at full capacity. The addition of the Anchor Loop will eliminate capacity constraints through this segment of the Trans Mountain system.

The location of the proposed loop is driven by two key factors. First, Kinder Morgan deferred as long as possible the construction of a loop of this segment of the Trans Mountain system given its location largely within Jasper National Park (JNP) and Mount Robson Provincial Park (MRPP). Up to this point, Kinder Morgan has been able to successfully expand the capacity of the Trans Mountain system without any significant construction within the two parks. Second, power constraints within both parks will not allow pump stations to be built as a means to increase pumping capacity through this segment of the system.
Pipelines are the safest way to transport petroleum products.

6. How will construction affect wildlife?

Short-term impacts to wildlife will occur. Kinder Morgan has worked closely with Parks Canada and B.C. Parks to identify critical wildlife cycles and incorporate this into the Project construction schedule (i.e., not working during sensitive times for wildlife, such as where sheep are rutting or fish are spawning, and working wetlands during freeze-up).
Barriers to wildlife movement will be mitigated by providing crossing locations along the route and by providing breaks in soil piles and strung pipe. Wildlife will be given the right-of-way and slow travel speeds for pipeline employees and contractors will be enforced to avoid wildlife/vehicle incidents.  

Pipelines, unlike highways and railways, can be restored to productive wildlife habitats following construction. 

7. How will construction affect park users? 

Kinder Morgan has been working closely with Park authorities for the past three years to develop a plan aimed at minimizing the effect of construction activities and associated impacts on the residents and visitors of JNP and MRPP. Kinder Morgan has scheduled the main clearing and construction activities in JNP outside of the summer peak tourist season to minimize dust, noise, visual disturbance, and inconvenience to park users. Construction activities in MRPP will generally occur off the main highway and will avoid important visitor areas. Working with Parks Canada, Kinder Morgan will provide notification of closures to trails or local roads used for winter recreational activity as well as cross-country skiing areas that may be affected by construction. A formal communications plan will be used to ensure that Parks Canada and B.C. Parks are aware of any potential disturbances.

8. What will we see during construction?

Construction activities will commence in the fall of 2007 with the right-of-way clearing staring in August 2007. The entire Anchor Loop will be constructed east to west over the duration of a year (including a fall/winter and a summer/fall construction season).
During Clearing and Construction (August 2007 – November 2008), you may see:

· Large equipment deployed in the construction of the pipeline including:

· Construction of access roads and temporary bridges

· Clearing and vegetation removal from the right-of-way (ROW) 

· Stripping of topsoil and grading of the ROW

· Stringing of pipe along the ROW

· Welding, bending, and coating of pipe

· Excavation of the trench, pipeline lowering and backfill of the ditch

· ROW restoration activities including re-vegetation and removal of temporary access roads and bridges

· 32 km (20%) of pipeline construction in JNP and 24 km (15%) of pipeline construction in MRPP will be visible from Highway 16. Route selection was based on extensive study, and the pipeline route was ultimately chosen to parallel existing linear disturbances (highway, railway, and utility ROW) to minimize impacts and make use of adjacent disturbances for construction. 
9. Will there be traffic slow downs on Highway 16? 

There will be intermittent traffic slow downs on Highway 16 in JNP from August 2007 to April 2008 and in MRPP from September 2007 to December 2007 and again from June 2008 to November 2008.

Specific traffic control will be deployed when working within close proximity of public roadways and railway crossings. Call Parks Canada Road Information Line at 780.852.3311 for up-to-date road information.

A formal communications plan will be used to ensure that highway users are aware of any traffic slow-downs.

10. What trails or roads will be closed during construction?

Jasper National Park Closures

· Celestine Road from July 2007 to April 2008

· Wynd Road from August 2007 to December 2007

· Decoigne Bridge (existing) will be repaired and closed for approximately a week in July 2007. A temporary 100-ton bridge will be installed overtop of the existing bridge.

Mount Robson Provincial Park Closures

· Emperor's Bridge over the Fraser River from mid-September 2007 to end of October 2007. A new bridge will be installed.

11. What has been done to safeguard the environment and to minimize impacts?

Kinder Morgan has undertaken a comprehensive environmental assessment for the Project. The results of these extensive environmental studies have helped guide the construction schedule and the preparation of the Environmental Protection Plan (EPP) and Restoration Plan for the pipeline. The EPP outlines specific protection measures to minimize impacts to environmental, socio-economic and cultural resources.

Environmental Inspectors will monitor construction progress and will participate in regular field meetings with construction personnel to make sure they are aware of environmental issues unique to each area of construction. Environmental monitoring will continue to ensure protective measures are working. In addition, Kinder Morgan has developed a Five-Year Post Construction Monitoring Plan. 

Many of the proposed mitigative measures for the Project exceed what would typically be required for a project of this nature outside the Parks.
12. Is Kinder Morgan doing anything extra to ensure the protection of Jasper National Park and Mount Robson Provincial Park?

(i) Ecological:

· Kinder Morgan studied several route options and completed detailed surveys of two complete routes to determine the route that would best minimize environmental and socio-economic impacts. 

· Kinder Morgan’s Five-Year Post Construction Monitoring Plan exceeds industry practice.

· The University of Alberta will complete research on specialized methods to stabilize and re-vegetate the calcium rich soils of JNP and MRPP. 
· The University of Alberta will complete research on wetland function in JNP and MRPP. 

· Fish habitat compensation program will be established in JNP and MRPP, which will emphasize riparian habitat, connectivity, and native fish at the watershed scale.
· Native species will be re-vegetated and invasive plants controlled in JNP and MRPP on segments of the existing Trans Mountain ROW that abut the Proposed Route as well as all temporary construction facilities and temporary construction workspace as part of construction of the Anchor Loop. Kinder Morgan plans to collect seed and cuttings of native plants from the Project Footprint and/or surrounding areas.

· Where the Proposed Route abuts the existing Trans Mountain ROW, bank and riparian restoration measures are extended to include the existing crossing to enhance the bank and riparian stability and habitat in JNP and MRPP.
· Long-term monitoring of lichens and mosses along the proposed route. 
· Utilization of shrub or tree visual screens in JNP and MRPP at road crossings, where this would benefit wildlife movements or minimize visual impacts to travelers and not increase wildlife mortality. 

· To reduce human-wildlife conflicts, post-construction measures will include regeneration or re-vegetation of less attractive native vegetation as well as by active control of invasive non-native but attractive species, such as clover and dandelion, in sections of the pipeline ROW near transportation corridors (i.e., highways or railways) or high human activity to discourage wildlife from foraging along or near the ROW. See Restoration Plan for more details.

· Restoration of existing gravel pits in JNP and MRPP proposed for stockpile/storage areas. This includes a combination of weed control, the addition of soil amendment, planting of trees and shrubs as well as re-contouring sites. 

(ii) Cultural:

· Delineation of Summit City heritage site and the Japanese Internment Camps in MRPP. 

· Completed several archaeological excavations ranging in area from 2m2 to 40m2 on the Project Footprint to recover valuable cultural knowledge. 

(iii) Socio-Economic 

· The addition of the pipeline loop and two new pump stations will provide economic benefits to local communities through short-term construction and service supply opportunities.

· Longer term, the pipeline loop and additional pump stations will support existing employment opportunities and increase property taxes paid to local municipal authorities.

13. Who is performing the pipeline construction?

North American Construction Group has been subcontracted to perform the pipeline construction. North American Construction Group is part of North American Energy Partners Inc.(NAEP). NAEP (www.nacg.ca) is one of the largest providers of mining and site preparation, piling and pipeline installation services in western Canada. For more than 50 years, NAEP has provided services to large oil, natural gas and resource companies, with a principal focus on the Canadian oil sands. The Company maintains one of the largest independently owned equipment fleets in the region.

14. How can I apply for employment opportunities?

· Visit our website at www.tmxproject.com
· On the home page, under News & Upcoming Events, click on the Employment/Accommodation Opportunities link.
· On the Employment/Accommodation Opportunities page, click on the Application link.
· Follow the instructions noted on the application – print off the application, fill it in, mail it to the address noted on the application.
15. Where can I get more information?

Want more information?

· Visit our website at www.tmxproject.com
Have a question?

· Call our toll-free number at 1.866.514.6700 or email your question to info_tmx@kindermorgan.com.

Media Inquiries

· Philippe Reicher

Director, External Relations

403.514.6450
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